
 

 

  

EUROMOT aisbl 
 

A European Interest Representative · TVA BE 0599.830.578 · RPM Brussels 
EU Transparency Register Id. No. 6284937371-73 
  
A Non-Governmental Organisation in consultative status with the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the UN International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 

PRESIDENT 
 

Dr Holger Lochmann 
  
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

Dr Peter Scherm 

  



Page 2 of 5 EUROMOT - Review of the EU Taxonomy Climate Delegated Act – Inland Waterway Vessels 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

EUROMOT aisbl 
 

A European Interest Representative · TVA BE 0599.830.578 · RPM Brussels 
EU Transparency Register Id. No. 6284937371-73 
  
A Non-Governmental Organisation in consultative status with the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the UN International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 

PRESIDENT 
 

Dr Holger Lochmann 
  
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

Dr Peter Scherm 

 

 

 

 

EUROMOT POSITION 

COMMENTS ON THE REVIEW OF THE EU TAXONOMY 
CLIMATE DELEGATED ACT – INLAND WATERWAY 
VESSELS 
 

 
8 SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

Executive Summary 

EUROMOT welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the review of the EU Taxonomy Climate 
Delegated Act, particularly the technical screening criteria (TSC) relevant to inland waterway 
vessels. While the Taxonomy aims to guide sustainable investment and reduce market 
fragmentation, the current framework presents several challenges that hinder its effectiveness in 
supporting the sector’s transition to renewable and low-carbon technologies. 
 

Key Concerns and Recommendations 

1. Inconsistent Terminology and Definitions 

The current TSC suffer from a mix-match of terminology, particularly regarding greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. Terms such as “CO₂ emissions” and “CO₂ equivalent” are used interchangeably 
without clear definitions, leading to confusion and inconsistent application. 

• Recommendation: Establish uniform definitions for all GHG-related terms, including CO₂, 
CO₂e, and specific gases like CH₄, N₂O, and H₂. A harmonized language is essential for 
clarity, comparability, and effective implementation across the sector. 

• Recommendation: Ensure these definitions are consistent with other European legislation to 
promote EU-wide harmonisation of key terms. 
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2. Tailpipe Emissions vs. Lifecycle Emissions 

The focus on tailpipe CO₂ emissions overlooks the broader climate impact of other GHGs with higher 
global warming potential (GWP). For example, a vessel may have zero tailpipe CO₂ emissions but 
still emit significant emissions during its production.   
• Recommendation: Adopt a well-to-wake emissions framework that accounts for the full 

lifecycle of fuels and technologies. This approach ensures a more accurate representation of 
environmental impact and aligns with international standards such as the IMO Net-Zero GHG 
Strategy. 

3.  Need for Bankable Incentives 

The EU Taxonomy should not only classify sustainable activities but also drive investment in low-
carbon technologies. The absence of clear financial incentives and investment signals limits the 
sector’s ability to scale up clean fuel production and adoption. 

• Recommendation: The IMO framework can serve as a model for integrating investment 
drivers into sustainability criteria. 

4.  Need for Legislative Coherence 

Achieving consistency across EU legislative acts is essential to ensure clarity, reduce regulatory 
fragmentation, and support effective implementation. Misalignment between sustainability 
frameworks and sector-specific legislation can hinder investment and delay the deployment of clean 
technologies. 

• Recommendation: Greater alignment with existing EU legislation, such as clearer references 
to the Renewable Energy Directive (RED) for the classification of renewable fuels, would help 
harmonize criteria and avoid conflicting interpretations.  

Another example is the diverging greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets across EU legislation 
also risk undermining policy coherence and long-term investment certainty. For instance, while the 
EU Taxonomy assumes a trajectory toward net-zero emissions by 2050, FuelEU Maritime sets a 
less ambitious target of 80% GHG reduction by 2050. This discrepancy creates uncertainty for 
technology developers and investors, especially when planning long-term decarbonization 
strategies. 

Conclusion 

EUROMOT urges the Commission to revise the TSC with a focus on clarity, lifecycle emissions, 
energy source intensity, and investment incentives. These changes are critical to making the 
Taxonomy a practical and effective tool for guiding the inland waterway sector’s green transition. 

We remain committed to supporting the review process and are available for further consultation. 

We remain fully available to contribute to the activities of the Sustainable Finance Platform and 
stand ready to support any initiatives requiring industry participation. 
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THIS IS EUROMOT 
 

EUROMOT, the European Association of Internal Combustion Engine and Alternative Powertrain 
Manufacturers, represents the key manufacturers of internal combustion engines and alternative powertrains 
installed in industrial non-road mobile machinery, marine and stationary applications that are operating in 
Europe and worldwide. 

Founded in 1991, we provide an unparalleled heritage and hub of expertise for businesses, authorities, 
regulators, and public stakeholders worldwide. In partnership with major sector associations and institutions, 
it is our mission to drive smart regulation and sustainable innovation. 

Delivering dependable power for society at high energy conversion efficiency with low emissions remains a 
key objective of EUROMOT member companies. EUROMOT asserts internal combustion engines and 
alternative powertrains are a key enabler to address the additional societal need for decarbonisation across 
multiple industry sectors. This can be achieved by continuing to advance the development of highly efficient 
energy conversion systems capable of operating on low and net-zero Greenhouse Gas (GHG) energy carriers. 

Headquartered in Brussels, EUROMOT is a European interest group, and our profile is registered in the EU 
Transparency Register under the identification number 6284937371-73. We have been granted consultative 
status at the United Nations IMO (International Maritime Organization, London) and United Nations ECE 
(Economic Commission for Europe - Geneva) and other relevant stakeholders. 

 

OUR MEMBERS 

www.euromot.eu 
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