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EUROMOT welcomes the European Commission’s initiative to revise the New Legislative 
Framework (NLF) to ensure its fitness for future challenges, including digitalisation and circular 
economy objectives. EUROMOT emphasizes that the updated NLF Regulation must provide 
realistic and achievable timelines for compliance. The European industry needs sufficient lead-
time to adapt products and processes to new requirements. 

In addition to the EUROMOT response to the Have Your Say questionnaire on Product legislation – 
ensuring futureproof rules (revision of the New Legislative Framework - NLF)1, we would like to share 
our thoughts on the following issues.  

 

EUROMOT Key Recommendations 

1. Adopt realistic lead-times (minimum two years post-decision) for implementing new NLF 
requirements, especially digital obligations. 

2. Introduce a legal framework for prototype testing under controlled conditions to foster 
innovation without compromising safety. 

 

  

 
1 European Commission (2025) Product legislation – ensuring futureproof rules (revision of the New Legislative Framework 
- NLF). Available here: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14715-Product-legislation-
ensuring-futureproof-rules-revision-of-the-New-Legislative-Framework-NLF-_en 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14715-Product-legislation-ensuring-futureproof-rules-revision-of-the-New-Legislative-Framework-NLF-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14715-Product-legislation-ensuring-futureproof-rules-revision-of-the-New-Legislative-Framework-NLF-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14715-Product-legislation-ensuring-futureproof-rules-revision-of-the-New-Legislative-Framework-NLF-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14715-Product-legislation-ensuring-futureproof-rules-revision-of-the-New-Legislative-Framework-NLF-_en
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1. Longer Lead-Time for Industry Adaptation 

As a benchmark, sector-specific regulations such as those for on-road vehicles typically provide 2–
3 years of clarity before enforcement, allowing manufacturers to plan and implement changes 
effectively. In cases where requirements are particularly stringent, these regulations often distinguish 
between new product generations and existing products, applying obligations to new designs 
first and granting additional time for legacy products. This phased approach ensures smooth 
transitions without disrupting supply chains. 

By contrast, for products impacted by the current NLF and related legislation (e.g., the Machinery 
Regulation), the situation is markedly different. Today, manufacturers face a one-year window to 
comply with all requirements for products placed on the market. Meanwhile, industry and the 
European Commission are still working on interpretations and drafting new guidelines, such as the 
Machinery Guideline, to clarify compliance obligations. Updates to harmonized standards will take 
even longer. This compressed timeline creates uncertainty and operational challenges for manufact-
urers and suppliers. 

EUROMOT strongly recommends that future NLF updates adopt a minimum two-year lead-time 
after the final decision, particularly for requirements involving digital documentation. 
Transitioning from paper-based to digital solutions requires significant investment and coordination 
across the supply chain, which cannot be achieved under unrealistic deadlines. 

 

2. Enabling Testing of New Technologies in Europe 

Innovation is essential for competitiveness and sustainability. However, current legislation (e.g., 
Machinery Regulation, Low Voltage Directive) lacks provisions for testing new technologies in real 
production environments. Today, all equipment must be CE-marked before testing begins, leaving 
no legal pathway for prototype evaluation under controlled conditions. 

EUROMOT proposes the creation of a European framework for prototype testing, with the 
following principles: 

• Limited Scope: Testing should be restricted to a defined period and a small number of units. 

• Controlled Environment: Test areas must be clearly identified and, if necessary, marked. 
Prototypes should be visibly labelled as such. 

• Safety Assurance: Manufacturers must conduct risk analyses to ensure machine safety before 
testing. Joint risk assessments between the manufacturer and the test site owner should 
minimize hazards. 

• Regulatory Notification: National authorities may be informed prior to testing, where 
appropriate. 

• Manufacturer Responsibility: The machine manufacturer remains fully responsible for safety 
during the test phase. 

If these conditions are met, prototypes should be allowed to operate without full CE marking or 
complete component validation, enabling innovation while maintaining safety. 

EUROMOT remains committed to collaborating with the European Commission and all stakeholders 
to develop pragmatic solutions that safeguard safety, advance sustainability, and strengthen the 
competitiveness of European industry. 
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THIS IS EUROMOT 
 

EUROMOT, the European Association of Internal Combustion Engine and Alternative Powertrain 
Manufacturers, represents the key manufacturers of internal combustion engines and alternative powertrains 
installed in industrial non-road mobile machinery, marine and stationary applications that are operating in 
Europe and worldwide. 

Founded in 1991, we provide an unparalleled heritage and hub of expertise for businesses, authorities, 
regulators, and public stakeholders worldwide. In partnership with major sector associations and institutions, 
it is our mission to drive smart regulation and sustainable innovation. 

Delivering dependable power for society at high energy conversion efficiency with low emissions remains a 
key objective of EUROMOT member companies. EUROMOT asserts internal combustion engines and 
alternative powertrains are a key enabler to address the additional societal need for decarbonisation across 
multiple industry sectors. This can be achieved by continuing to advance the development of highly efficient 
energy conversion systems capable of operating on low and net-zero Greenhouse Gas (GHG) energy carriers. 

Headquartered in Brussels, EUROMOT is a European interest group, and our profile is registered in the EU 
Transparency Register under the identification number 6284937371-73. We have been granted consultative 
status at the United Nations IMO (International Maritime Organization, London) and United Nations ECE 
(Economic Commission for Europe - Geneva) and other relevant stakeholders. 

 

OUR MEMBERS 

www.euromot.eu 
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