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EUROMOT POSITION 

COMMENTS ON BATTERIES REGULATION  
– BATTERY LABELLING 
 

 
20 JANUARY 2026 
 

Summary of Key Requests 

EUROMOT welcomes the Commission’s efforts to harmonize battery labelling requirements but 
urges adjustments to ensure feasibility and proportionality for industrial and professional 
applications. Our main requests are: 

1. Limit harmonization to label content only, not format, typeface, size, or position (Article 2).  
2. Introduce flexibility on the 5% surface area requirement for large industrial batteries (Article 

2(2)).  

3. Provide an official, publicly accessible library of standardized icons to reduce 
compliance costs and improve consistency (Article 2 and Annexes I–III). 

4. Permit QR codes to fully replace physical labels for batteries integrated in vehicles and 
equipment and clarify their link to the battery passport (Article 1(6)).  

5. Ensure QR codes are sufficient to provide hazardous substance information and 
multilingual content and allow placement on packaging or battery surface (Article 1(2)-(6), 
Article 6).  

6. Limit Article 4 labelling requirements to Article 59 SVHCs above 0.1% and remove broader 
CLP- and Article 57based substance references to keep the scope targeted, consistent, and 
workable.  

7. Clarify chemistry listing requirements in Annex IV and allow standardised shorthand 
notation for all common chemistries. 

8. Extend black-and-white printing allowance for carbon footprint labels to include printed 
decals, not only engraved labels (Article 7, Annex V).  

9. Clarify ambiguous language on “strictest labelling requirements apply” (Recital 3).  
10. Remove mandatory font restrictions (Article 2(2)).  
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11. Ensure EU-level language provisions override national requirements (Article 6).  

12. Limit detailed material composition disclosure to general chemical categories (e.g., LFP, 
NMC) to protect intellectual property and prevent reverse engineering, while still supporting 
recycling needs (Annex XIII, paragraph 2a).  

 
General Comment on Harmonization (Article 1 and Article 2) 

Harmonization should focus on the content of the label rather than its format, typeface, size, or 
position. Manufacturers of batteries or suppliers of partly completed machinery do not always know 
how the battery pack will be assembled in the final application. Industrial batteries can be significantly 
larger than other categories, making the requirement for 5% of the largest printable area impractical. 
We urge the Commission to allow flexibility in label size and placement, provided the information 
remains legible and compliant. 

 
Font Requirements (Article 2(2)) 

The draft mandates the use of open-source fonts such as Noto Sans. We believe manufacturers 
should be free to use any clear and legible font. 

 
Clarification on “Strictest Labelling Requirements Apply” (Recital 3) 

The phrase is ambiguous. Does “more content” equate to “stricter”? How should strictness be 
assessed across categories? Clear guidance is needed to prevent inconsistent interpretation. 

 
Official Library of Standardized Icons (Article 2 and Annexes I–III) 

EUROMOT strongly recommends that the Commission provide an official, publicly accessible library 
of required labelling icons and symbols. Standardized icons made freely available would significantly 
reduce compliance costs, eliminate licensing ambiguities, and improve consistency across 
manufacturers. This measure would not undermine the policy intent of harmonized consumer and 
operator information and aligns with industry feedback highlighting the avoidable burden of 
purchasing or reproducing proprietary iconography for mandatory regulatory labels. 

 
QR Codes and Digitalisation (Article 1(2)-(6), Article 6) 

We welcome the Commission’s proposal to increase the role of QR codes, which aligns with our 
position on digitalisation. However: 

• Article 1(6) should explicitly state that QR codes can fully replace printed labels for 
batteries incorporated in vehicles and equipment, rather than being an additional 
requirement. Requiring both would impose unnecessary costs. 

• The Regulation should clarify that the QR code linking to the battery passport satisfies the 
requirement to provide access to label information, avoiding duplication with a second QR 
code. 

• QR codes should be sufficient to provide hazardous substance information and multilingual 
content. 
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• QR codes should be permitted on packaging or battery surface, and companies should be 
allowed to include a general statement in manuals such as: “Please refer to the QR code on 
the battery for more information.” 

• For whole goods machines, QR codes should not require manual updates for each battery 
change; placement on the battery or packaging should suffice. 

• QR codes should also be sufficient to provide content that does not fit on the label because 
of the size of the battery/label for small batteries without the obligation to print the content on 
the packaging and the documentation. 

 
Language Requirements 

We welcome the proposal to allow the label in one language, with additional languages provided 
through the QR code. However, the Regulation should supersede national language requirements 
to prevent excessive and inconsistent labelling obligations across Member States. 

 
Hazardous Substances (Article 4 and Annex VI) 

Article 4 currently requires labelling of all hazardous substances as defined under CLP, which is 
overly broad and not practical. The Environmental Omnibus proposal is a step in the right direction, 
as it narrows the approach by shifting the focus to substances of very high concern (SVHCs). 
However, further clarification and refinement are needed to ensure that the obligations remain 
proportionate and workable. 

We therefore recommend replacing references to hazardous substances with a clear and exclusive 
focus on Article 59 SVHCs, combined with a 0.1% weight-on-weight threshold. This would provide 
greater legal certainty and better target substances that are of the highest concern. 

We also strongly recommend removing any references to substances fulfilling Article 57 criteria or 
substances classified under the CLP annexes. Such references would significantly and 
unnecessarily expand the scope in an unclear and unworkable manner. All Article 59 SVHCs already 
derive from the Article 57 criteria, and introducing CLP classifications on top would create overlap, 
duplication, and potential inconsistency across the regulatory framework. 

Maintaining a clear and exclusive reference to Article 59 SVHCs would therefore ensure that the 
requirements remain targeted, proportionate, and enforceable. Other hazardous substances of 
concern should continue to be addressed under existing horizontal legislation, such as REACH, 
POPs, and OSH, rather than through parallel or duplicative obligations in the Batteries Regulation. 

 
Chemistry Listing: Notation on Labels (Annex IV paragraph 4 and 5) 

The requirement to indicate composition by molecular formula remains vague.  

Annex IV paragraph 4 permits certain shorthand notations (e.g., NMC, LFP) but does not cover all 
commonly used terms, such as LTO. Consequently, paragraph 5 applies, yet it is unclear how the 
chemical formula should be presented to ensure compliance. To avoid unnecessary disclosure of 
proprietary information, full chemical formulas should not be mandatory. The regulation should 
explicitly state whether both electrodes or only one must be represented and allow standardized 
shorthand for all widely recognized chemistries. 
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Integration of “other” regulatory and normative requirements on the label 

Especially portable batteries face the issue of missing space to accommodate all required content. 
Although Articles 1 (2/3) give guidance on how to split content between the label, the packaging, the 
documentation and the QR code, it is not considering regulatory content such as “CE” or “separate 
collection” and is also not considering normative requirements. 

At least all content required by the European Batteries Regulation should be included in the Annexes 
and receive its respective priorization. In addition, it must be possible to include normatively required 
content in coexistence with EUBR requirements also in cases where not all information required by 
the EUBR could be accommodated on the battery. 

 
Carbon Footprint Label (Article 7, Annex V) 

While the updated Impact Assessment introduces black-and-white labelling as an option, this 
allowance currently applies only when the label is printed or engraved directly on the battery. We 
recommend extending this flexibility to include black-and-white printed decals as well. Mandating 
colour printing for decals increases costs without improving safety or clarity, and broader acceptance 
of black-and-white formats would ensure consistency and reduce unnecessary burdens. 
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THIS IS EUROMOT 
 

EUROMOT, the European Association of Internal Combustion Engine and Alternative Powertrain 
Manufacturers, represents the key manufacturers of internal combustion engines and alternative powertrains 
installed in industrial non-road mobile machinery, marine and stationary applications that are operating in 
Europe and worldwide. 

Founded in 1991, we provide an unparalleled heritage and hub of expertise for businesses, authorities, 
regulators, and public stakeholders worldwide. In partnership with major sector associations and institutions, 
it is our mission to drive smart regulation and sustainable innovation. 

Delivering dependable power for society at high energy conversion efficiency with low emissions remains a 
key objective of EUROMOT member companies. EUROMOT asserts internal combustion engines and 
alternative powertrains are a key enabler to address the additional societal need for decarbonisation across 
multiple industry sectors. This can be achieved by continuing to advance the development of highly efficient 
energy conversion systems capable of operating on low and net-zero Greenhouse Gas (GHG) energy carriers. 

Headquartered in Brussels, EUROMOT is a European interest group, and our profile is registered in the EU 
Transparency Register under the identification number 6284937371-73. We have been granted consultative 
status at the United Nations IMO (International Maritime Organization, London) and United Nations ECE 
(Economic Commission for Europe - Geneva) and other relevant stakeholders. 

 

OUR MEMBERS 

www.euromot.eu 
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